
 
 

  

 

 
1. On 3 June 1642, when trying to present a petition to Charles I on Heworth Moor, just 

outside York, Fairfax was nearly trampled by the King’s horse. The next time they 

came within sight of one another was the battle of Naseby three years later. 

 

2. Fairfax’s first engagement in the Civil War was his father’s defence of Bradford on 

21 October 1642. 

 

3. Fairfax’s post Restoration memoirs blamed the treachery of a subordinate officer, 

Sergeant-Major General John Gifford of Darlington, for the defeat at Adwalton 

Moor, a man described in the royalist serial newsbook, Mercurius Aulicus, as the 

only soldier the Fairfaxes had. 

 

4. En route to the battle of Marston Moor, Prince Rupert saved Fairfax’s birthplace, 

Denton Hall in Otley parish, from being sacked after seeing the portraits of two of 

Fairfax’s uncles who had been killed defending the lands of Rupert’s family in the 

Palatinate, Germany.  

 

5. The King’s suspicion of Rupert that exploded at Newark in October 1645 was made 

worse by the report that Rupert and Fairfax had ridden alone together outside the 

walls of Bristol after the surrender. 

 

6. Thomas’s wife, Anne Fairfax, twice interrupted the trial of Charles I with hostile 

remarks against the trial commissioners which undermined proceedings. 

 

7. The horse which Charles II rode to his coronation was named ‘Nun Appleton’, a foal 

of the mare Fairfax had ridden at Naseby. 

 

8. Sixteen of the Farnley Wood plotters, many of them formerly officers and troopers 

in Fairfax’s Yorkshire army, were hanged, drawn and quartered not far from 

Fairfax’s mansion in Bishophill, York, on 16 January 1664. 

 

9. Only 120 years ago, many Yorkshire folk still believed that no one could be sure 

Fairfax was really buried at Bilborough, that ‘Black Tom’s well’ at Newton Kyme 

was haunted, and that every Halloween, his ghost galloped down the avenue of 

trees at Newton Kyme.  

 

10. The memorial to Thomas’s cousin Henry Fairfax in Norwich Cathedral was defaced 

in 1703 for glorying in rebellion, with the offensive term ‘Nasebiani’ chiselled off it. 
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